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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MAINE
Legislative bulletin
Volume 2, No* 4 March 27, 1959
TIM® FOR ACTION
L, D» No* 1277
This document is the report of the Bureau of Public Improvements on 
the desirability of rebuilding on the present site of the State School 
for Boys or relocating the school* BPI has concluded that the State 
School for Boys and the Portland Municipal Airport located adjacent 
to each other are not compatible, and that relocating the School would 
be not only more economical and practical than moving the Airport 
but also advantageous to both facilities.
In addition BPI has suggested that the 99th Legislature consider the 
employment of a properly qualified agency to study thoroughly the 
needs of a new School for Boys and report to the 100th Legislature. 
Included in the findings of such a study would be the type of rehab­
ilitation program to be adopted, the size of such a school, choice of 
a suitable site, and suitable plans, sketches and estimates of con­
struction costs to provide facilities to carry out the recommended 
program. BPI further suggests that sufficient funds be provided for 
a comprehensive study of the needs and the obtaining of adequate 
sketches and cost estimates.
It is now believed that by defining and implementing these suggestions 
of BPI, sufficient progress could be made in the next two years so 
that upon the appropriation of the necessary funds for construction 
by the 100th Legislature, work on the buildings on a new site could 
be started within a matter of months. Unless the 99th Legislature 
authorizes the initiation of specific planning for the future of the 
State School for Boys, however, the next two years will represent a 
two-year delay in the construction program. It is believed that fav­
orable action of the 99th Legislature on the conclusions and suggest­
ions of BPI, with further definition and Implementation of the latter, 
will result in the advantageous use of the next two years for appro­
priate detailed study, and production of sketches and cost estimates 
essential to the construction of public buildings.
The State Board has voted to support the report of BPI with the 
additional defining and implementing as suggested by the Department 
of Institutional Services.
Hearing
Date of hearing on L. D. No. 1277 has been set for Thursday, April 9, 
at 1:30 p.m. before the Committee on Public Health. The attendance 
of as many League members as possible is strongly urged. This is the 
opportunity for action on the State School for Boys construction pro­
gram for which members have been waiting. You may also know indiv­
iduals and groups in your community who would like an opportunity 
to ”do somethlng’, about the School for Boys. Be sure to let them 
know about this hearing. Any additional interest which you can arouse 
will be most welcome. It is very important to have a good turn-out.
